
Yes, well, would  you  believe it!? Hard to  contemplate that it was indeed ‘20 years ago [pretty  much] today’ that  IET came into being  to 
develop add-on products to what was then called the Information Engineering Facility (IEF). A lot has happened since the very first GuardIEn 
release, with its 3270 interface targeting an IEF 4.0 Host Encyclopaedia, and this, the 21st edition of SpotlIET, is a celebration of the past 20 
years by looking toward the future of our ever growing product set. So blow out the candles, Mr. Kite, and help us get on with the show... 

The ‘LonelIE Code Gen Band’ Special Edition 

Work is now well underway with our latest GuardIEn release 8.5, being 
developed primarily to provide support for the forthcoming CA Gen 8.5 due 
for launch sometime in June 2013. All customers wishing to deploy CA Gen 
8.5 will need to upgrade to GuardIEn 8.5 to ensure support for CA Gen 8.5 
features.  
 
GuardIEn 8.5 will be developed with CA Gen 8.0 so the technical pre-
requisites for the software will remain as per GuardIEn 8.1.  

The Object List+ dynamic Custom SQL facility enables you to rapidly define new 
OL+ Custom Functions using the System Administration client. As the functions are 
defined using dynamic SQL, they are very easy to implement and do not require any 
software changes.  
 

While Custom SQL is limited to a single SQL statement and hence cannot support 
the same level of complexity or performance as the exit-based Custom Functions, 
they are appropriate for a wide range of queries that otherwise would require the 
use of an SQL reporting tool, accessing your encyclopaedia directly.  

IET’s QuIEnTIEssIEnTIEal 

miEscIellany 

You define new Custom SQL func-
tions via the System Administration 
client, option Custom SQL. You can 
then create your SQL, which must 
return a single column based on the 

following criteria:  
 

Returns: Indicates what data will be returned by the 
query: Object Id, Model Id, Aggregate Set Id, Subset 
Id, Deliverable Code or XOS ID.  

Scope: Indicates whether the SQL operates for the entire encyclopaedia, at a 
model  level or for a specific object type. If for a specific object type it is then possi-
ble to specify up to 3 object type codes that this query applies to. 
 

Parameters: Indicates any variables (and their domains and default values) that will 
be applied to the SQL. Note you can use the ‘Parse SQL’ push button once the SQL 
is provided to automatically define the parameters.  
 

SQL: Here you place your actual SQL. No need to place a ‘;’ at the end! You can 
export the custom sql definition to a file using the Export button. A previously ex-
ported sql definition can be imported using the Import button. For some useful ex-
amples to import why not visit the IET website here, but to download them you will 
need Secure site access first. 

ready for execution. Select it and then press ‘Go’. The SQL will execute 
and then display the results for you directly within the Object List+ list 
display. Then sit back and picture yourself in a boat on a river... 

Once your Custom SQL is fully de-
fined, return to the main GuardIEn 
client and Object List+, enter ‘Custom 
Function’ in the search method and 
then, under Functions, you should 
see your new Custom SQL listed, 

IET’s flagship configuration management product, GuardIEn, has been through many itera-
tions since it was first released to the IEF community in 1993. The following table serves as a 
reminder of all that has gone before and the reality that ‘it’s getting better all the time’… 

GuardIEn 1.3 11/1993  

GuardIEn 2.0 06/1994  

GuardIEn 2.1 10/1994  

GuardIEn 2.2 01/1995 2.21 

GuardIEn 2.3 03/1995  

GuardIEn 3.0 08/1995  

GuardIEn 3.1 02/1996 3.11 

GuardIEn 3.2 06/1996  

GuardIEn 3.3 05/1997  

GuardIEn 3.4 06/1997  

GuardIEn 3.5 10/1997  

GuardIEn 4.0 09/1998  

GuardIEn 4.1 05/1999 SP2 

GuardIEn 4.2 10/1999 SP7 

GuardIEn 5.0 09/2000 SP8 

GuardIEn 5.1 03/2001 SP8 

GuardIEn 5.2 10/2001 SP7 

GuardIEn 5.3 10/2002 SP6 

GuardIEn 5.4 01/2004 SP9 

GuardIEn 7.0 03/2005 SP8 

GuardIEn 7.5 08/2006 SP8 

GuardIEn 7.6 02/2007 SP7 

GuardIEn 7.7 03/2008 SP6 

GuardIEn 7.8 06/2009 SP7 

GuardIEn 8.0 04/2010 SP7 

GuardIEn 8.1 07/2011 SP4+ 

GuardIEn 8.5 ??/2013  

GuardIEn has variously supported IEF, Composer by IEF, COOL:Gen, Advantage: Gen, CA:Gen over its 2 decades. 

“The tune may change but the song remains the same…” 

To ease restrictions with the definition of 
UNIX and Windows subdirectories as well 
as MVS Library names, GuardIEn 8.1 
extended the length of all Project and 
Target property text values from 50 to 254 
characters long. This useful enhancement 
resulted in changes to many of the import/
export views for user exits, so if/when you 

upgrade to GuardIEn 8.1 you will need to amend any locally amended 
exits to reflect these increased import/export view lengths.  
 

If you plan to use GuardIEn 8.1 in parallel with any older GuardIEn 
releases, then property lengths provided should not exceed 50 
bytes while the older releases are still in use. 

http://www.iet.co.uk/Download/Software/index.html
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To ensure you don’t miss future copies of SPOTLIET why not send us a blank 

email at spotliet-subscribe@iet.co.uk   

The IETS 

Ah well. It’s hard to believe that we’ve already completed this 21st edition – 

we hope you enjoyed it and maybe found something useful. We’ll be back 

soon, with more features and product news. Thanks, as ever, for listening... 

A customer writes... 
 
Dear Guru 
 
I hear the IET band have employed you as a sage 
and wise counsellor in matters pertaining to the 
finer arts and myriad mysteries of the configuration 
management product we, and I guess others, call 
GuardIEn. How apt that name must be to you even 
if this spelling is somewhat awry with my own 
sensibilities. Anyway I digress. I have a question 

Some of the band were less keen on the new IET work gear than others… 

an irregular section bringing you illuminated prose on today's hot c.m. topics 
 
A few ‘lyrics’ from the band’s play list... 
 
It was 20 years ago this year 
That Mr. Panahy had a great idea 
IEF, for that was what it was named, 
Had Version Control that didn't quite meet the grade, 
So unable to Let it Be, he started up IET... 
Darius Panahy’s LonelIE Code Gen Band... 
 
What would you do if we wrote something neat 
That made it simple to do it all 
From Version control to Production complete 
If you like it why not give us a call 
Ooh we'd do better with a little help from IET 
Yes, we'd do better with a little help from IET 
 
Picture yourself in a deployment dilemma 
With code that won't Gen, and failures all round 
Utilise GuardIEn, automate quickly 
Then suddenly everything's sound 
 
When you get older, still fretting and cross 
Many years from now 
Will you still be working through your paper list 
Changed report: yet something gets missed 
If the launch hasn't gone according to plan 
Would you wish it then 
Will you still leave it, don't you believe it: 
Should've used GuardIEn... 
 
By G.Rauniad (20 years young) 
 
To the tunes of...oh do we have to say!? 
 
With apologies to the real ‘Fab Four’... 

For a definitive list of 
all the latest service 
packs, release notes 
and interim patches 
to the currently sup-

ported GuardIEn releases (8.0 and 8.1), please see our Support 
pages here.  
 
You will need to request Secure site access to see the list of Known 
Problems on the IET website. You can sign up to an feed to 
ensure that you are notified of any newly released fixes. 

about expansion. I seem to be seeing a lot of warning messages that I’m really not 
that worried about appearing regularly at the completion of the expansion phase of 
my System Updates. For really large deployments these can run to several pages and 
they tend to worry the release managers unnecessarily. Is there anything I can do 
about them? 
 

Ever your humble servant  
 

Peter Best 
 

Dearest Peter 
 

I thank you warmly for your message but I would hesitate before wishing to be de-
scribed in such glowing and meritorious terms. I merely offer guidance when it is 
asked and aim to relay this in as concise a manner as befits those charging out for 
each word.  
 

To answer your question, one can reduce the expansion’s desire to warn you of po-
tential issues by creating a system parameter NOEXWARN and defining all the vari-
ous messages that you wish to suppress there: valid messages currently include 
GDCW5012, 5016, 5017, 5021, 5044, 5048, 5049, 5072, 5084, 5125, 5130, 5131, 
6066, 6057, 6058, 6081 and 6163. You must, however, take heed of Confucius who 
said ’Not to alter one's faults is to be faulty indeed’ but you do have that option if you 
decide to step along a quieter path.  
  
GDCW6877: Guru wishes you Goodbye.  

GuardIEn 8.1 SP3 introduced some useful enhancements to the genIE workstation tool-
set Plug-ins available... 

A Plug-in is available to allow comparison of a PAD in the Toolset with any PAD 

in the Encyclopaedia. 

A Plug-in is available to allow conversion of a READ statement into a READ 

EACH, and vice-versa. 

A Plug-in is available to assist in changing the member names for 
ABs, PStepABs and RITs. This is especially useful for changing 
the names of action blocks which are not included in a packaged p
-step or operations library and RI triggers which cannot otherwise 
be renamed in the toolset. 

TwIEterMan: Hi. Just ran a System Update and found 
that it had accidentally migrated an update to an object 
that was uploaded AFTER the SU was created. Is there 
anything I can do to prevent this? Thanxxxxxxx 
 

YogicLogic: Yesss! Lucky you are. If GuardIEn 8.1 you 
have installed that is. A new project property 
(UPLDCKSU) can be set  preventing uploads via Up-
load Assistant and direct edits on objects that are 
scoped into the content of a system update that con-
tains a migrate step with the model being updated as 
the source. It prevents the upload/change from being 
attempted. Hope that helps do I. Why speak like this am 
I?  
 

GdnChoos: I plan on digging a hole today. Can 
GuardIEn help me with that?  
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